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Circus 


With this issue of E 


article on the hi 


andwagon 
series of 

of old circu: indwagons, tableau 
calliopes i ach 
with particular wagon. It 
tention not t 


begun. FE article will 
one 
dwell on the 
wagons, most of which mu 
ircu: 
little 
Id parade wagon 
that are not too well kn Anyone 
that an accurate history of 
Id gor 
obtain 
muck mi 


seum: nd are familiar 


fans, but to 


quite 
attempt to throw a 
light on some of the 
wn 
know 
of these 
thing to 
will be 


many 


sing informa 
some 
not too much misinformation, | 
attempt to gue but 
my theory and the 
of opinion f other 
when definite information i 

What is fact shall be tate 
is just theory will also be 
intention to pre 


inaccuracie 


will from 
time give 


wagon 


is not my ent 


reading narrative just for the 

making a good story without rec 
with 
and stories on the 
aiders of thi 


invite t 


fact, as is the case many of the 
circus book 


All rec 


current 
market today publi 
cation are cordially 
in these 
ou disagree 
can add 


write to the 


participate 
discussion If 
ervations, or 


wagon history 


with my ot 


facts not mentioned, please 


editor 


me 
jiving your infor 
mation it can be 
nection with these 

The 
column is the one c 
as the Howes Great 
wagon N 1, f 
The cc 
1s it appeared on the Howe 
don Circus in 1921 

This wagon, which is one of 
ite was heavily built 
featuring winged 
and 


published in 
article 
wagon we will discu 

referred to 
1921 Band 


purpose 


mmonly 
ndon 
r identification 
illustration shows the 


ver wagon 


Great Lon 


my favor 


with splendid 
carving musical 
instrument statue 
The 
1909 
of Baltimore, 
Circu 
Thi 
of four built 
owe by Lex 
f 1910 
Unf 


corner 
built in the winter 

10 by the Leonhardt Wagon W« 
Md., for the Norris 


The carving: done 


wagon wa: 


Rowe were 


Spanjers wagon was one of a 
delivered to Norri 


pring 


and 
nhardt in the early 
the Norris & Rowe show 
difficulty and didn’t 
weeks after opening the 
The entire 
sent to Ind. for sale 
sale which took place in 
out by the courts, and a 
sale was held in August of that year 
Most of the property was purchased by 
Ben Wallace and William P. Hall, Hall 
got this particular wagon along with some 
others of the same set and shipped them 
to his farm at Lancaster, Mo. 
In 1911 and 1912 the 
stored at the Hall Farm, and in the early 


rtunate 
was in financ 
last but a few 
1910 ason 
Peru 


property wa 
The first 
1910 wa 
later 


June 
thrown 


wagon wa 


Wagon History File 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 


f 1913 wa 
and Arlington 
Show 
For the seasor 

and 1916 the wag a the 101 
Ranch Wild West 1917 the 
101 pr ame known the Je 
Villard-Buffalo Bill Wild We 


1 the 1917 season. St wa: 
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t Willar 
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After 


but feel rec 
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their 
that 
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juipment of 


toured the 1920 sec 0 the 


winter. From ¢ 
how 


Circu 
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two shows a ver ] car 
lled the H 


ws title 
changed to Gollmar Br 
f the f the show 
to the Gollmar Br nd Y 
Robinson ( Circus, During the 
921-22 the jor ut 


wheels w 


Circu 
printed matter referre 
title a inkee 
mbined 
winter of 
type 


were 


unburst remov 


ty unbur 


of that 


replaced by inside 
the most wheel 
period 

In 1922 
operated four « 


Mugivan t v had 
ircuses, Sells-Flot agen 
beck-Wallac Johr Robin 

Gollmar Br 1923 they cut 
perations t The best « 
of the 1922 J Robinson Circu 
Circus went inte 
Robinson Circu: 
The Gollmar 


jominated the how 


juipme 


the Gollmar 
alled 
the 1923 season 


how ¢ 
uip: 
Thi 
Jwagon on the 
both 1923 and 


ment pre new 
on was the N t 
John R Circus in 
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In 1925. the 
units 
treet 
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intending not 
due t 
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| have that thi 

was | on the John R 
1925 but | that 
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went out 
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Circus in 
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put 
how 


1925 
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being 
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re all equipped to 
when they 
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Peru for 
ory mentioned the 
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just use 

parade a 

callies when 

r the eason 
team calliope 
From these 
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detail 
d still as the 
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ind ai 
Robinson 
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illiope that had 
ince the 1920 
Just what 
jon | am at Ic tc 
nvinced it didn’t gc 
carnival or surely 
je of it. The 
that it wa 
it Peru about 1926 
binson barns burned 

and there 
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Peru 


heard i 


was a 
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two fire 
id certainly 
the first 
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t 
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LOW BRIDGE AND A GIRAFFE 


Reprinted from Chesapeake 
“TRACKS” 
A. Robert 


magazine 
Sent in by 


Jelayec 
The 
through the 
vas three inches t 
Trainmen pondered 
official 


jiraffe wo 


ircu 


t 
up the 


line 


d mptly or the 


not open at the a 


iffled conductor f 


The freight clearance expert 
He thought the matter over 


in. He 
ther 


jiraf 


thirty second: 
carrot into the 
The carrot 
The ¢ 
The engineer 
the train went 


wa: 


ducke 


The show 


blem in 


animal’s head, poking 


top of his 


pened « 


& Ohio Railway 
(April 1953). 
Hall) 


railroading 
1go when 
low 
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bridge and 
pe crate-car 
high for the bridge 
the problem, while 
1 that a headless 

than useless for 


fifty miles 
had to be 
performance 
dvertised 
honed 


wn wa 
mething 
would 
time. The 
headquarters. 
was calle 
for about 
1 advised, “Drop a 
fe’s cage 


dropped 


d d 1 to get it 


the throttle and 
the bridge 


in time 
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A. MORTON SMITH DIES 


M : f Gainesville diec 
He was a 
in Gaine 

was, at the time of hi 
the Gainesville Register 
1 ainesville, and C. H. S 
represented by Wm, T. Randolph 


urvivec 


1 by his wife and two son 
llowing is reprinted from the 


Daily Register 

rton Smith wa 
he displayed a love f 
ugh then never having 
uch a tented organization 
dish ingenuity, he erected a 
big tor under wihch were a few 
Neighborhood children paid 
n with buttons, marbles, etc 
circus became 
ases of his leisure 


GEORGE BRINTON BEAL DIES 
w t surprising, therefore, when 


From The Boston Daily Globe, 8 inve 
1c April 10, 1957 men he founded the Gainesville 
Doctor h t Is mu ay P itr 1 out of it grew the 

inst his fat an v idee y ; Theatre Mammoth Three-Ring cir 
mother 2 OW r ner ee : 29, that became the Gainesville 
: Community circu He 1s equestrian 


eration with seven other 


ctor and uncer for circus the 
and was program director 
active with the 

f Lawrence 
ure writer and ai f uncanny knowledge of circus 
Sunday P ud g { r ] circus management (although 
1s the only never been with a professional 
the home town enterprise was for 
t third largest circus in 
Jed only by Ringling 
nd the Clyde Beatty 


became known in 


untry with 


jlish-speaking world 
unique amateur enter 
Smith cognized in 
ue of ard magazine, 
m lific and authen 
circu e in the United 


in spite of ni 


program 
mementoe 
ion, is recognized as 


complete in the nation 

connections prompted him 

join the Circus Fans of Amer 

exclusive group limited to 1000 

ers, devoted to aiding the welfare 

tented enterprises. The association 

| convention in Gainesville 

which occasion Smith wa 

dent. He presided at the 

invention in Wichita, Kan He 

1 member of the Circus Histori 
ciation 


Mexican border, the World Wa | for six, veors, F LA STRADA (THE ROAD) 
ar “a7 Reported by John Harrop, Chicago 


This fine Italian film ha circu 

ckground with a smal row. It ha: 
Hmees Hlaceald He: leaiad @hevadeica! or Je leaves a sist rank rane been showing in Chicago (February 
long life from a ; r ese f Sc 2 957 t the World Playhouse, 410 
phil pher ) - Chir S > > Jay uth Michigan. If you have a chance 
in 0. H he t e ver t y 1 124 High to see this picture do you will find 
erable Chine . at t oe t Cemetery it interesting and well worth while 
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Buffalo Bill’s Wild West and Congress of 
Rough Riders of the World 


Official Program for Dayton, Ohio, Aug 29; Richmond, Indiana, Aug. 30; 
Hamilton, Ohio, Aug. 31, 1907 


Note—An exhibition, the intention of which is to educate the ¢ through the medium of animated pictures, in the 
picturesque life t Western American Plains in the days just pa owing primitive horsemen wt e attained fame 
piced with their counterpart f modern military horsemanship, a mbined an evening’s entertainment, rendering the 
reading of books or the viewing of work f sculptors and artist \t ibjects more easily comprehended and enjoyed 
in years to come. It is especially instructive to the untravelled an ) jeneration t e authenticated, genuine 
people of the different nations and races in their characteristic tumes | y have passed away and are left as lega 
cies to the future only through art and The principal incident have additional interest from having 
been identified with the life of Colonel W Cod Buffalo Bill 


1—OVERTURE ir-spangled Banner v Wm. Sweene 


2—GRAND REVIEW. Introducing Rough Rider world, genuine § x 4 Cheyenne Indians, Cowboys, Cossacks, Mex 


icar COU and Gui veteran member the United State y, a group of Western Girl roughrider and 
Jetachment lorgu Idiers « P f America, England, Germany, Japan, Russia, Arabia and Mexic 


RACES OF RACES. R« etwen Cowbc s Mexican, Arat Mexican, Broncho, Indian and Ara 
bian horse Attention is directe ) r in saddle y the v rider 


U. Ss TILLERY DRILL. Showing the c zle-load thoc d are relic f the Civil War 


PONY EXPRESS. A former Pony Exg der will show h elegram he Republic were distributed and carried 
across t continent, previous t building of telegrap! 1 railway 


EMIGRANT TRAIN. Illustrating prairie Emigrant train crossing the pl attacked by marauding Indians and 
they are repulsed by the scouts and cowt While in camp there will be a quadrille on horseback and other campfire 
umusements 


ARABS AND JAPANESE. In variou 
AN ATTACK ON THE DEADWOOD STAGE-COACH BY INDIANS. Repulse « in cue of the 


passengers and mail by cowboy ind ut 


COL. W. F. CODY. The original BUFFALO BILL, the last of the cout the first to Nnceive, originate and pre 
duce this cla f realistic entertainment, He will give an Exhibition of Expert Shooting from back, while galloping 
around the arena 


THE BATTLE OF SUMMIT SPRINGS. One f the deciding conflicts in Indian warfare was fought on July 11, 1869, in 
eastern Colorado near the border line Nebraska, The command was compc of the Fifth United States Cavalry 
ind Pawnee uts under the command of General E. / Carr of the Unitec Army Buffalo Bill was chief of 
General Carr cout 1g le, The Indians were renegades from the tribe f Sioux, Cheyennes and Arapahoe bande 
together under the leadership of Tall Bull, an were know The Dog Soldier These Indians had been murdering 
and committing depredations on the border f K 1 Nebraska, and this command had been sent to discov ; 
annihilate them if pi nle. After several da couting, Buffalo Bill found the Indian trail which the command at once 
followed, and after continuing r more than 200 mile Buffalo Bill located the Indian « », and in pirited assault 
the forces under General Carr completely routed Tall Bull and his ‘Dog Soldier capturing their entire village, killing 
many of the warriors and capturing the Indian women and children. They also rescued two white wome which the In 
fians held as prisoners. During the engagement, Buffalo Bill shot and killed the Indian Chief | 


DEVLIN ZOUAVES.In manual of arms, lightning drills, finishing with an exhibition wall-scaling wing the a 
ability of Citizen-soldiery in 


A GROUP OF MEXICANS fre Old Mex illustrate the 
VETERANS FROM THE SIXTH United Ste inr xercise d exhi r f athletic sf 
manship on tern range hors¢ 

NNY BAKER. The celebrated Amercian Marksman 


THE GREAT TRAIN HOLD-UP AND BANDIT HUNTERS OF THE UNION PACIFIC will be cene representing a train 
hold-up in the Western wilds. The bandits stop the train, uncouple the engine from the coache rob the expre car and blow 


pen the safe. Meanwhile the passengers are lined up and despoiled of their valuable The scene ends with the arrival 
f] 
1 


f the Banc 
INDIAN BOYS’ RACE. Racing by Indian boy in bareback ponies. 


it Hunters of the Union Pacific, who capture or kill the robber 


FUN. Picking objects from the grc ing, and riding wild horse 
S FROM THE CAUCASUS OF SSI/ ats of horsemanship. 
A HOLIDAY AT “'T-E RANCH IN WYOMING ve final number on our programme will be a holiday at T-E ranch, the 


home of Buffalo Bill. The frontiersmen and cc y c assembled for an afternoon isure The arrival of the 


mail-carrier, which is always an important eve {at »f range t ol Acts. The fest 


vities are 
interrupted by an attac nn the ranch by a band of Indians and the 1 by y cene of present 
happy ranch-home life is transposed into one f the Id strenuou: y drama | e tc a] climax to the 
ending of the exhibition to permitting the Red and the White men u 4 ffectively 


give the audience a FINAL SALUTE 
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the performance of 
ssary, | 
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temperature 
like to have 
he 


alway 
handy 


aking is nece 


1ant con 
ha 
nsidering his size. Their 
is 60 to 80 years. Sx 
weigh as much as 
t and 
ahant pitche 
to keep bug 
him 


trictly vegetarian 
me. 
200 
rhinc 


thering 
n of the elephant 

when they join the 
they should start trouble 
le Jangerou tate Dr 


tusk 
circu 
they 
Hen 


axative or any 


medicine by means of a capsule 


it all to making a horse 
This is not 
mouth 
hard 


a chance 


ule true 


An 


elephant 
teeth 


an elephant 


an‘t be hel Ire 


trong and you can't take 


nm puttir ur hand in his mouth if you 


3 him d mething he doesn’t 
He anything 
hi 


can 


won't swallow 


wt t wallow and 
werful that 
the elephant 


he i 


nothing 


doesn’t ap 


a difficult patient 


ok ‘Circus 
following from Dr 


Doctor 
Hender 


the the 
would least to be attacked 
the animal that cannot be 
led against or fought off. When 
his teeth remain closed and hi 
jrind until nothing left of 
he i mean 


animal 


that zebra is 


want 


e learned 


ne 
fend 
e bite 
there is 
a wild 


just a 


thir biting. He i 


werful and i t horse 
tripe 
arned how even wild animals 
the kind of treat 
ind that attachment 
ften f human beings 
umably savage animals. But | 
foolish people can be 
the che they take with these an 
and also how foolish animals 
the they take with 


proper 
imazing 
rmed between 
ed how 


can 
hu 


mal 

in chance 
the 
but 


one of 
America 
fan 


elf only 
doctors 


Ne 1 


ite my not 


inimal in 


circu: 


TRANSLATOR WANTED 


Frorr r to time receive 
iwagon, bulletins from 

One is printed in Ger 
and ther is in French, | can 
ut enough French to know that 
ome material them 

of interest to our readers 
has some photos in 
can tell that it would 
sting. Can any of our readers 
these? | thought that someone 
and an 
for 
me 


here 


Euro 


we 
ean countrie 
an the 
igure 
certainly 
uld be 

German 


here is in 
hich w 
one in 
also 
intere 
inslate 
translate 
publication 


know 


them over 
there 


Let 


uld | 
article here 
n the B 


and 
dwagon 
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TALE OF WHEN CIRCUS CAME 
TO TAZEWELL IN ‘93 


(Retold from The Roanoke Times, Dec., 
12, 1948. Sent in by A. Robert Hall). 


December Ail 


Clinck 


Tazewell, Virginia 
1948. This week issue of the 
New Taze weekly new 
publishes a letter 1 by Dr 
Witten Walter L. Main 

Ohio, which bring much 
ident of the rea 


Ninetie 


Valley well 


paper receive 
J, W. 


Geneva 


from 
may 
pleasure to the re 
remaining from the ‘Gay 
period 

The letter was pr 1 by the article 
f the Reader 
Walcott in 
Dr. Witten 


benefaction he i 


mpte 
in the November issue ¢ 
Digest Dorothy 
which she told the story of 
Boys 1 ve great 
bestowing upon homele boys and t 


written by 


handicapped in obtaining an educatic 
The letter Is of the 
for Walter and 
failure. t¢ pace and sh 
privile in Bluefield, \ t Virginia, be 
cause of City ordinanc He telegraphed 
Main the circumstance ind added that 
he had located a lot in Tazewell, Vir 
jinia 20 miles distant but that the town 


mall 


advance a: 
Circu: 


ecure tent 


lf free license 
t, bool 
This was in the fall of 
folk , tern Railway ran 
trains from Bluefield and N n 
the occasion, and the circu 
hibited under 
crowded tent 
The event created great 
uld not ac 
and the un 


reat handicaps in 


interest. The 
railroad yards c »modate the 
31 over-length car 
had to be carried on at Pisgah, T 
and Burke 

packed to the last possible 


ading 
izewell 
Garden. The excursi train: 
were 
jer, with Bluefield having the appe 
f de 1 city for the day 

The ex repeated in 
when the sea: sed and the 
rder t Tele 


1904 
troupe 


rience 
disbanded here modate 
the show, per 
ill over, member f the road 


mnel whose homes were 
jeneral 
agent taff set up a tempo 
ffice and the late F J 


agent ably handled 


Passenger 
ticket 
then loca 


rary 
Mile: 
the most 
matter f his long experienc 
hipment was a pair 
other 


Jiverse collection of expre 

One 
an ordinary crate 
tiles and such 
Id have te 


paraphai 


circus W offer 


CIRCUS MATERIAL 


John Harrop of Chicag 


me time if you are jn 


uggests that 
Chicago 
pare, you might 
Library at Walnut 
and find the 
Pond there. It i 
in the rare book room on the east 
f the first floor. In order to see it you 
must first obtain a pass from the inform 
ation k on the second floor 
will you to the rare book 
The collection is contained jn 
large boxes and was left to the 
by Irving K. Pond. Mr, Pond wa 


and 
have a few hours te 
top at the Newberry 
Clark. You will 
Circus collection 


Irving K 
kept 
end 


which 
room 
three 
library 

well 


known = Chicc architect 
circus t Big Tor 


ber F. A. and 


r f 
1 mem 


autt 
Rhythum 
1 member of the 
Tent (Chic 
One box itain fF of the 
White W you will find mo 
interesting C box contain 
programs and herald: me quite 
rcian, Eng ind European 
third box a 


route ard old 


Ame 


miscellaneous col 


jraphs and the 

bo! Big Top Rhythum 
One large photograph that 1 very 
the John L. Davenport 
riding ac 1889, showing both John 
L This is the great 
Devenport 


rigina 


interestir 


rider r which tk Ll 


Tent was named 


INFORMATION WANTED! 


rd Northrop, of C 
rk is interested ir ome 
Billy Potter, an old 
hava ene haformation 
write to Tard. The 
f 


rbett 


ition on 
lf 


time 


Billy Potter 
jling act and he u 
atch the 
und to 


comedy jug 
one in hi Date 


atch 


idvertising ‘’W 
gee, did he hop ar 
He ed a season with 
at the Casir at 24 Street and 7th 
Avenue worked ith him the 
winter at benefit. He t that 


that the « had 


them 
sun Bros. Circu 


durin 


time ming 
igned with Adam Forepauc Br 
Circu 

Bill wa f mine, we 
lived on the Norwich, Conn 
prior t thi used the prc 


name f Harding. Billy passed on me 
years ago in Sarasota rida, | 
the hope of borre 
picture or any dat 


ther 


} write 
ou this with wing 
relative to him and 


his younger 


Hale 


New 
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GREAT NEWS FROM 
DOWN UNDER 
(Sydney, Australia, April 5, 1957 
This is 


Easter time and never before 
uch an ar 
junds. The 
holds it ix 


million dollar st 10 day ind 


has the city Sy y seen 


ray of circus talent within its be 


Royal Agricultural Society 


nights at this time of the year and al 


ix wee the city is attended 


usually Wirth Br But on 


thi we have Wirth Br and 


Bullen Br who both claim to be Au 


tralia’s largest circus and both are vieing 


for supremacy. In addition to these we 


have the film ‘Trapeze’ showing a 


Sole Br 
between 
might be 

difficult to get 


the box 


city picture theatre and 
circu’ howing the suburt 


the lot of them there is what 


termed a circus war. It 
tatistic 


ffices of these 


and figure ncernin 


hows, Its useless asking 


juestions, the truth i n 
tongue, So to get fact 
nights te 


tickets are 


every 
would have 
find out for 


elling. Thi to 


many 


to spend 
elf how 
family man_ like 


poor hard working 


myself, would not be practicable. How 


ever an gather up to date 
heat and it will 
when a 


place that | hop. 


inother three weel cessa 


tilities take 
2arn which show is licking it’s would: 


| tell you more at the end of the 


their glory 


tents lose 


Sid Baker 


ours till the 


CORRECTION 


In the Fet 
Hayek 


Band 
information 


ruary of the 
wagon Lou 
na circus wreck which took place near 
Tama, low Ne ma 
date. This shoul IVE 


of 1870 


2 a mistake in the 
been 1890 instead 








L918 to 








Old Billboard Specials 


1929 — S1.50 Each 


1980 to 1945 — $1.00 


Lou Hayek, Toledo, lowa 


Each 
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VETERAN RODEO MAN DIES 
(Furnished by Wm. T. Randolph) 


Gladewater, Texas, April 
Jack) Yate 65 
manager at heart his India 
tory (now Oklahoma) youth when he 
saddle bronc for the Mulhall Ff 
Wild West St ay departed 
friends made as a and cattlemar 
and the past 25 year ] 
field supply dealer, and went t 
round-up. He died at home here 
three months confinement to t 
hospitals a at home. Burial wa 
1 13 with funera 
tist Churck 
Gladewater, ‘whic tended m 
than any 
variously to ever church whict 
tained a congregation in Glad 


Yates headed the non-pr 
water Round-Up Association 
and retired to the chairmanshir 
board three years ago. Prir 
of the association has been 
a community rodeo annua 
attendance near 20,000 « 
encouragement of livestoc 
cultural interests by annua 
quarter horse shows, 


As a first sergeant 
outfit in the AEF, Yate: 


of producing the only ever 


produced by the American Army in Eur 
ope after the close of World W Hi 
AEF Wild West Show toured hospital 
and occupation cantonements in Europe 
for nearly two years after 
war, traveling on its own 





for the Mulhall 


now Mulhall, Okla 


bronc buster 
Wild West 


f the Miller Bros 


that time 
il field supply 
and prospered. 
ten years with 
field supply busi 
by only one man 
enabled Yate 
annually to his 
hunting > 


Ameri 


n rearing position 


the private free 


80 in the east part 
kulls, claws, hoofs 
60 major 
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The BANDWAGON 


EXCERPT FROM WALLY AHLBERG’S 
APRIL “CIRCUS GOSSIP’ LETTER 


On Thursday night, June 25, 1908 
the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus train was 
the foot of Chestnut Street 
Minn Eight people were 
ously injured and 20 slightly. It was 
the first section with two coaches with 
100 men, two cook wagons, seat wagons, 
water wagons, etc Circus was going 
through St. Paul from New Richmond, 
Wisconsin, going to Mankato, Minnesota 
and moving slowly into the siding when 
a heavy freight came bearing down the 
grade, struck the circus in the middle, 
cutting off four flat cars and the sleepers 
almost telescoped. Fire started in front 
f the sleepers but was extinquished by 
firement who then helped police remove 
the injured. Fortunately no animals were 
on this section. A string of Chicago 
Great Western cars were backed in to 
reload what circus escaped destruction 
James Davis was in charge of the train 
Owners of the show and performers and 
animals were in the following section 
Damage to the circus equipment was 
extensive 


The ponderous elephant walks more 
lightly than the stealthy tiger. This was 
proven with a General Electric vibration 
meter. The vibrator was placed on the 
ground within a few feet of the path 
along which the animals trod in a special 
test. Of those tested only an 8 foot 
python traveled more lightly than the 
padded foot elephant. Lion, Hippo, Tiger, 
Polar Bear, Llama and Giraffe all were 
heavier on their feet 











1957 Convention 


As we go to press, we are happy to tell you that the 1957 Convention will be held 


August 9, 10, II 


The place we cannot tell you now, for we have suffered a low blow in the past two days 


and all the plans we had made have had to be changed 


Even the dates had to be changed 


However in the next few days we will know where the convention will be, and will inform you 


at once 


Keep these date open in your plans for a a vacation or your plans for the summer. You 
will enjoy being with us, and we will surely enjoy having you there 


Remember the Dates — August 9, 10, II! 











